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Social Trading vs. Copy Trading: What’s The Difference & Which One Is Better?

Amid the dynamic world of crypto trading, if you don’t have much time or skill, two popular
investment strategies may offer help: social trading and copy trading. Both methods offer
opportunities for traders to leverage the knowledge and expertise of others, but they operate on
distinct principles and mechanisms.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll conduct a comprehensive analysis on what social trading and
copy trading are and their major differences, thus helping investors gain a better understanding on
their unique features and decide which one aligns best with their trading goals.

BTCC, one of the longest-running crypto exchanges in the world,  supports trading for
300+ cryptocurrencies with leverage ranging from 1Χ to 250Χ. If you want to start trading
cryptocurrencies, you can start by signing up for BTCC.
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What is Social Trading?
Social trading is a platform-based strategy that facilitates the sharing of trading ideas, strategies,
and insights among a community of traders. It operates on the premise of transparency and
collaboration, allowing users to engage in real-time interactions, delve into market trends, and
mutually benefit from each other’s experiences. In a social trading network, traders can follow and
observe the trading activities of others, analyze their performance, and engage in discussions to
exchange knowledge and perspectives.

A pivotal aspect of social trading platforms is the ability to view and replicate the trades of
successful traders. By following experienced traders, users can follow their strategies and
automatically execute similar trades in their own accounts. This approach enables novice traders to
learn from seasoned professionals, potentially improving their trading performance and outcomes
over time.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Social
Trading
There are a whole host of advantages and disadvantages in social trading, which can be seen in
below chart:

Social trading Advantages of Social Trading Disadvantages of
Social Trading
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• Promote community interaction: Social
trading platforms foster community
interaction and knowledge sharing through
features such as forums, chat rooms, and
news feeds, thereby enhancing investors’
investment ability and confidence.
• Lower threshold: Social trading lowers the
threshold for investor expertise and
operational experience, allowing more
investors to participate in the market and
earn investment returns.
• Improve returns: Through the copy
trading function, investors can copy the
strategies of more experienced traders,
thereby increasing their investment returns.
At the same time, the transparency of
information and interaction on social trading
platforms also help investors make more
informed investment decisions.

• Profit is not guaranteed:
Social trading platforms may
encounter a severe problem
at times, with people
exploding to the top of the
leaderboard and then
blowing up.  While this is
possible for any service, the
reality is that social trading
platforms tend to attract
more of a gambler mentality.
• Information asymmetry:
On social trading platforms,
there may be differences in
the transparency of traders’
information. Some traders
may selectively display their
successful trades while
hiding failed or loss-making
trades, making it difficult for
the followers to obtain
comprehensive and true
trade data.
• Technical risks: Social
trading platforms may face
risks such as technical
failures, cyber attacks,
resulting in trading
disruptions or data breaches.
These risks may pose a
threat to the safety of
investors’ funds.
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What is Copy Trading?
In the cryptocurrency sphere, copy trading is an automated system available on several trading
platforms that allows users to replicate the trades of other, more experienced traders on the
platform. This gives cryptocurrency beginners an insight into the expertise of potentially more
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proven traders without necessarily having to analyse markets or develop their own strategies from
scratch.

Copy trading, a subset of social trading, allows investors to automatically copy positions opened and
managed by another selected trader. Crypto copy trading is gaining growing popularity, especially
for novice traders or those constrained by time and expertise, as it provides a gateway to harness
the wisdom and proficiency of seasoned traders. When using copy trading strategy, investors just
need to identify a trader whose style aligns with his preferences and preferences, thereby greatly
streamlining trading process.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Copy
Trading
As with most things, copy trading possesses its unique blend of advantages and drawbacks. Prior to
comparing it to social trading, it is prudent to acquaint oneself with the advantages and
disadvantages associated with the crypto copy trading strategy:

 

Copy
trading Advantages of Copy Trading Disadvantages of Copy Trading



• Access to Expertise: Copy trading
offers a unique vantage point,
allowing you to witness seasoned
traders navigate the market’s
intricacies in real-time. By copying
their moves, you can learn from their
experience and adapt your strategies
accordingly. Furthermore, you
harness their risk management
prowess, safeguarding your
investments and steering clear of
substantial losses.
• Reduced Emotional
Bias: Embrace tranquility in trading!
Copy trading alleviates emotional
burdens, enabling you to sit back and
let experts steer the ship. Emotions
like fear and greed won’t cloud your
judgment because trades are
automated based on proven
strategies. It’s like having a Zen
master guiding you through market
turbulence with composure and
insight.
• Learning Opportunity: Copy
trading isn’t just about following the
crowd — it’s a chance to become a
savvy investor.    By shadowing
expert traders, you unlock profound
insights into market mechanics and
decision-making frameworks.      As
you gain experience, you can
gradually become more confident
and start making your own trading
decisions.
• Diversification: Diversification is
the name of the game when it comes
to investing. By following diverse
experts with varying styles and
tactics, you distribute your risk
widely.  You’ll explore a spectrum of
trading philosophies, from agile day
trading to strategic long-term
investments.  This diversification
fortifies your portfolio, enhancing
resilience against market fluctuations
while augmenting your potential for
substantial returns across diverse
market scenarios.

• Dependency on Leading Traders: Engaging in
copy trading can foster a complacent mindset, where
blindly following leading traders becomes a habit.
However, this complacency can foster an unhealthy
dependence on their decisions, stunting your
personal development as a trader. Plus, it might lead
to a false sense of security, assuming that traders
always have the winning recipe.
• Limited Control: With copy trading, a degree of
autonomy over investment decisions is  sacrificed.
You’re stuck with the strategies and styles of leading
traders, even if they don’t quite match your own
preferences. Given the rapid fluctuations in
cryptocurrency markets, you might encounter
instances where your selected trader’s reactions lag
behind your desired pace.
• Potential for Loss: Despite traders’ past successe
record, the volatile nature of cryptocurrency trading
entails the ever-present risk of incurring losses.
 Copy trading does not guarantee profitability, and
should the trader you emulate make an unfavorable
decision, you too may suffer losses.
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Social Trading vs. Copy Trading: A
Comprehensive Comparison
Although both social trading and copy trading aim to empower traders by leveraging the expertise of
others, there exist several crucial distinctions between these two approaches. Here are some more
insights into the differences between social trading and copy trading:

Comparison
metrics Social Trading Copy Trading

Learning
Opportunity

Social trading platforms generally facilitate
extensive educational resources and foster
communication among traders, fostering a
conducive learning environment where users
engage in discussions about strategies,
collaborative trade analysis, and the sharing
of insights.

copy trading platforms
prioritize the outcome rather
than the process, emphasizing
less on learning and more on
capitalizing on the proven
expertise of accomplished
traders.

Community
Engagement

Social Trading emphasizes social interaction,
where investors can exchange experience
and share views to form an investment
community. This interaction helps investors
to obtain more information and improve the
accuracy and efficiency of investment
decisions.

Copy Trading is relatively
independent, with investors
focusing on the trading
strategies of the people being
followed.Copy trading
platforms might offer some
form of interaction, but the
community aspect is generally
less pronounced as the focus is
on the performance of selected
traders rather than communal
interaction.

Control and
Customization

Investors can make investment decisions
independently on the basis of observing
other investors’ behavior. They can choose
whom to follow, which strategies to observe,
and how much of their own analysis to
incorporate based on their own judgment
and risk tolerance.

Copy trading, however, often
involves a higher degree of
automation; users select a
trader to copy, and trades are
automatically mirrored in their
account, giving them less
control over individual trades.

Performance
Transparency

Social trading platforms often provide more
detailed analytics about a trader’s historical
performance, trading style, and risk level,
allowing users to make more informed
decisions.

 Copy trading platforms
usually highlight overall
performance metrics like
return on investment, risk
level, and the number of
followers, which can simplify
the decision-making process
but offer less detail.



Risk and
Reward

Investors of social trading platforms need to
assess risks and make decisions by
themselves, so the risks are relatively
controllable.

Investors of copy
trading platforms are entirely
dependent on the performance
of the person being copied,
and the risk is relatively high.
However, Investors of copy
trading platforms can also
earn higher returns if the
person being copied does well.
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Conclusion
Social trading and copy trading have their own advantages and disadvantages, investors should
weigh their own needs and risk preferences when choosing. Social trading is more suitable for
investors who want to obtain more information and improve the accuracy of investment decisions
through social interaction; Copy trading is more suitable for investors who want to simplify their
investment decision-making process and easily follow the steps of professional traders.

No matter which approach is chosen, investors should be cautious and stay informed, continuously
assess their strategies, and remain adaptable to changes in the market. By doing so, investors can
maximize their chances of achieving their financial goals and enjoy the journey of growing
their investment portfolio.
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About BTCC
BTCC, one of the longest-running exchanges in the world, supports crypto copy trading,
spot trading, as well as futures trading for 300+ cryptocurrencies with leverage ranging
from 1Χ to 250Χ.  If you want to use copy trading strategy, you can start by signing up
for BTCC.
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BTCC is among the best and safest platforms for crypto trading. The reasons why we introduce
BTCC for you summarize as below:

Industry-leading security
High liquidity & volume
Extremely low fees
High and rich bonus
Excellent customer service

Want know more about BTCC? please read related article: BTCC Exchange Review 2024
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